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THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 
HENRY GRATTAN, Eſq, 


BY THE 


Independent Dublin Volunteers, 


RELATIVE TO | 
The SIMPLE REPEAL, and the RECENT INTER- 
FERENCE of the EARL of MANSFIELD, in de- 
ciding, in an ENGLISH COURT, upon an 
APPEAL' from IRELAND; 


WITH 


Ma. GRAT TANZ ANSWER: 


AND, 
OBSERVATIONS on Mr. GRATTAN's and 
Mr. Y —L—— N”s Conduct, in a LETTER to 
Mr. Y—L——N, the A——y.G—— of IRE: 
LAND. 
TO WHICH Is ANNEXED, 


THE RESOLUTIONS 
OF THE 


LAWYERS COMMITTEE 4 CORPS. 
PRINTED FROM CORRECT COPIES. 


L OND ON: : 
Printed for J. DEBRETT, (Succeſſor to Mr. Al uon) 
oppoſite Burlington-Houſe, Piccadilly, 1782. 
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RIGHT name 
HENRY. GRATTA N, Es 


At the preſſing Requeſt of a number of high and 
reſpectable Characters, we have obtained 
authentic Copies of the following intereſting 

and important Papers, which is the leading 

| e of England} keland at ys — _ 
ite 10 


Independent Dublin Volunteers x 


T * Meine of the Carpe 4 * 
*. 1782. | £ $2.4 £5 
A boil 


Captain Houny Wua1rzSTONE in the Chair, 
* Reſolved unanimouſly, That the following Ad- 


dreſs be preſented to our Colonel, Henry Grattan, 


Eſq. 
B To 


10 


Colonel HENRY GRATTAN. 


——— — 1 


The Addreſs of the * of INDEPENDENT 
DUBLIN - VOLUNTE — 


377 O12618&i1. 0010 
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4 ele 104 liberal A eaßdenee nattirah 
to the people of Ireland, betrayed this Corps into 
a belief of ſincerity in the intention of Great. Bri- 
tain, and they accordingly expreſſed by a public 
reſolve, their ſatisfaction at the Repeal of an Eng- 
kfh Deckratory Law a law enafted during an 
intoxication of power againſt a country, then de- 
preſſed by the tyranny of its uſurpers, and bleeding 
in conſequence of its own unhappy inteſtine di- 
vjſions. 


But 


633 

But the experience of ages, and many recent 
alarming circumſtances, have awakened fears, 
which muſt naturally extend to the breaſts of all 
who wiſh unequivocal preciſion eſtabliſhed im 
place of prefent uncertainty, leſt the liberties of 
this country, heretofore -wantonly trampled on, 
may at a future period, be garbled or explained 
away, by corrupt or chimerical ſervants of the 
Crown. bd 143-4 


We feel the time now arrived, when ſilence be- 
comes'criminal, after a Committee; choſen from 
the beſt informed body in this nation, the Lawyers 
Corps, have declared our preſent ſecurity inade- 
quate, with whoſe report, and the two following 
reſolutions of that- qo, we woſt Jung 


e bee 

« That a ado and e ue 
on the part of Great Britain, of all claim of 
right to bind Ireland, either internally or ex- 
* ternally, would, in our opinion, give great 
ſatisfaction to this country, and render the 
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* union between e two kingdoms F 
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© That an act of the Iriſh Parliament, aſcer- 
*< taining and ſecuring the rights of this country, 
is, in our opinion, neceſſary for the eſtabl;ſh- 
** ment of its liberties.” 

| FARES 

Becauſe their very great knowledge of the laws: 
and in theſe points their indefatigable zeal and 
reſearches, have placed the ſituation of Ds 


affairs i in the cleareſt point of view. 


Therefore, we earneſtly wiſh theſe our opinions, 
in which we find ourſelves ſupported by all vir- 
tuous Iriſhmen, may meet your hearty concur- 
rence apd ſtrenuous ſupport, to eſtabliſh on a 
ſecure and laſting foundation, the Rights and 
Liberties of this much-injured Country, dat we are 
determined. at the riſque of every thing dear to 
us, to exert all conſtitutional means, to tranſmit 


them to poſterity inviolate. 
HENRY WHITESTONE, Chairman. 


Reſolved, That ſaid Addreſs be ſigned by the 
Chairman, who, with the Committee that prepared 
the ſame, do preſent i it to Colonel Grattan, 


Reſolved unanimouſly, That the Thanks of 
this Corps be bereby given to this Committee, for 
their trouble i in prepaning this Addrels, 


TY 
The Chairman and Committee having waited 

on - Colonel Grattan, * um the W 

Apr | | | 


EY LUAN? 
Independent Dublin Volunteers, 


GENTLEMEN, , 


I was ſorry that your Addreſs ſhould have been 

| publiſhed before it was preſented, becauſe I do 

not wiſh to appear tardy to reſpect mo opinions, 
or to diſcloſe mine. 


I applauded the liberal confidence which you 
repoſed in the ſincerity of the Britiſh nation; I 
hope ſhe' may long continue to deſerve, and you 
to entertain that juſt and neceſſary ſentiment, 


I agree with you, that the Sixth of George I. 
Was paſſed when we were depreſſed by the © in- 
toxication of power, and weakened by inteftine | 

Giviſiong,” 
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Sv 
diviſions.“ There was at that time in the ſtamina 
of the community a radical weakneſs; we had 
taken precautions againſt our own ſtrength and 
liberty, by the emaciating cruelty of barbarous 
Jaws, and we felt in our own bondage the natural 
returns of our own tyranny : fortunately, we have 
diſcovered the error; it was your policy, and my 
decided opinion to adept the Catholic body; 1 
eonceived it to be a ſacred truth, and written as 
as it were in the tables of Fate, * That the Iriſh 
Proteſtant ſhould never be free until the Iriſh Oa- 
tholic ceaſed to be a ſlave ;” by the charter of tole- 
ration thoſe inteſtine diviſions which you ſpeak of, 
have ceafed, and with them the dominatiqn of 


Great Britain has departed. 


The "2D 4 — of. Ireland has aſſerted its legil- 
htive independency, the Parliament of Great- 
Britain has acknowledged it, fully acknowledged 
it : I ſpeak, warranted by the record of the pro- 
ceedings, and by the almoſt unanimous declara- 
tions of hoth Houſes of Parliament: I ſpeak. the 
legal language and exprelled opinion, c of the moſt 
eminent men of the bar, and I might add legal 
perſonages ſtill more high and authoritative. 


In this conviction, . ith this pr ED you | 


will not luypole that I ſhall ſubſcribe to the reſo- 
* © Jations, 


* 
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lations, to which you have ſo lately acceded; a 
member of one Houle of Parliament, and at- 
tached to the privileges of both, and to the 
Parliamentary conſtitution: of Ireland, I do not 
ſee that emergency, which ſhould induce, or 
warrant us to refer, reviſe and contradiſt a reſo- 
zution of the Houſe of Commons, and, under 
colour of fortifying the Independenty of our 
Parliament, ſupercede its authority. nome 21h 
ern 

I concur with you in every perſonal compli- 
ment to the ſeven gentlemen, who framed the re- 
port you ſpeak of, but when I differ from you, 


it is not ſurprizing that I mould hae Wen 
to differ from them. 


I know of no circumſtance, except one, which 
bas recently happened to alarm you, the, enter- 
taining and deciding by the Court. of Kings 
Bench, in England, an Iriſh cauſe, is, no doubt, 
a very great infringement: Tou do not imagine 
that I mean to reſt under it; but I ſhall never 
ſuppoſe ſuch a meaſare to be the act of England, 

_ unleſs her Parliament ſhall heſitate to do it away 


in a manner the moſt clear, eomprehenſive, and 
NNE 


S&& 4 4b . 


k 
I have given you my fincere- opinion, I have 
explicitly differed from you with regard for the 


corps, 


| 750-0 
corps, and an affection for the men ho compoſe 
it. The natural reſult of my diſſent is the ceaf- 
ing of my command; I do not reſign, leſt pe- 
remptory reſignation ſhould: appear an act of un- 
manly offence ; in the ſucceſſion of officers you 
have an opportunity to indulge the range of your 
diſpoſition : invited to the command without ſo- 
licitation, I ſhall render back the honour without 
the emotions of reſentment, or the affectation of 
indifference, 


* 
r 


In the warm hours of your panegyric, I 
made every allowance for a ſanguine diſpoſition, 
in the preſent hour, when the ſame diſpoſition 
may go in the other direction, I ſhall make the 
lame allowance, . | 9 


There" is a final jaſtice in public opinion on 
phe acudrns har ſtand. 


1 n ——— 
Win = reſped, 0 
„ae eber ide d en bmi ſervant, 


HENRY GRATTAN. 


At 


E 


At a further MgzTinG of the Cones, Decem- 
ber 6, 1782, 


A complaint having been made of the publi- 
cation of ſeveral papers entitled, the Report of the 
Committee of Independent Dublin Volunteers, 
and containing the above Addreſs, 


Reſolved unanimouſly, That the publication 
of the Addreſs of this Corps to Colonel Grattan, 
without authority, and before the ſame was pre- 
ſented, was an high inſult to the Corps. 


Reſolved, That any member of this Corps, 
who was aiding in the ſaid publication, merits 

the ſevereſt cenſure, and is unworthy of m_ 
continued a member of the Corps. 


Reſolved, That the above Addreſs, Anſwer, 
and Reſolution, be publiſhed three times in the 
Dublin and General Evening Poſts. 


Signed by order, 
CH: BERKELEY KIPPAX, Sec. 
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TO THE - 
Right Hon. B. | V- LV. N. | ; 


So, Sir, it ſeems that this precious buſineſs of 
Lord Mansfield's late determination, is to be 
chiefly aſcribed to your inattention in drawing up 

the act, which paſſed laſt ſeſſions, © For the re- 

* dreſs of erroneous judgments, orders, and de- 
& crees.” It is well known likewiſe, that your 

friend Mr. G—tt—n was conſulted by you on 

the ſubject, ſo that the plea which Lord Mans- 

Held hath uſed, via. That the Iriſh Parliament. 
* have not perfetted their deſign, and that by his 

determination he gave them the earlieſt oppor- 

* tunity of correcting their error,” is a debt 

that he obligingly owes to the once renowned 

characters Mr. G—tt—n and Mr. V lin. 


The whole unfortunate buſineſs, Sir, of our 
F national ſecurity, has tnrned out, on ſtrict inveſti- 
5 gation, to have been conducted with a ſhameful 
% ; preci- 4 


I 1 $ 
precipitancy. Mr. G—tt—n has preſented his 
country with the ſhadow ſecurity of ſimple repeal, 
for which he has moſt meritoriouſiy got 80, oool. of 
the national money; and you, Sir, in conjunction 
with Mr. G—tt—a, have given us a bill for the 
redreſs of erroneous judgments; &c. which left 
the appeal to the Engliſh Court of King's Bench 
exactly in the ſtate the law ſtood before, and on 
which bill, Lord Mansfield, in open court, 
ſtamped his opinion of infiſſiciency and error. 
For this wiſe and able conduct, Mr. Y—lv—n_ 
is appointed Att — y-G—n—l of Ireland, 


Had you, Sir, and your aforeſaid friend, con- 
templated for months a. mode to make Ireland 
looſe every advantage, in point of her conſtitu- 
tional rights, which ſhe had won by opening a 
looſe field of altercation to England, which ſhe 
might embrace at any convenient ſeaſon to return 
us back again to our former condition, you could 
not have more effectually ſucceeded than in the 
ſyſtem of fimple repeal, and in your bill for re- 
dreſſing erroneous judgmeuts. But, however 


_ diſtant your country is from conſummating her 


wiſhes, you and your friend have completed 
yours. He has got from the liberality of the na- 
tion more money than he knows how to uſe 
and you have got from the liberality of govern- 

C * ment, 


11 


ment, an office that long engaged your hearts 


adoration. — 


You have both ſacrificed your popularity; by 
becoming ſtaunch friends to an Adminiſtration 
that appears utterly indifferent about giving Ire- 
land a ſecurity of her liberties worthy her cauſe 
and, you have certainly got each of you more of 
the loaves and fiſhes than your deſerts merited, 
if we reaſon from that groſs neglect which cha- 
racterizes your condutt on meaſures of the 
greateſt moment, and on the firmneſs of which 
depended the everlaſting nfs of Irelang. 


However, Sir, Lord Mansfield's conduct may 
be cenſured in determining on a point of appeal, 
ſubſequent to the repeal of the 6th of George I. 
which he knew in his conſcience was meant at 
leaſt, however inadequate the means, to confine | 
for the future, all matters of law and legiſlation 
to the Judicial Courts and Parliament of this 
kingdom, it takes not from that ſeverity, of ani- 
madverſion which reſts on you for giving him 
any plea or + nt no; for ſo acting. 


a al indeed, on the behalf of Lord 
Mansfield, that your bill leaving the matter of 
_ on common : law writs of error, as it ſtood 

before 


=; 
before his enaQing ſuch bill, that therefore his 
Lordſhip had a right to determine on the appeal 
to his Court. Yet it may be ſaid, that Lord 
Mansfield could not be ignorant of the umbrage 
his determination would give to Ireland. It was 
not a very liberal mode of acting in his Lord- 
ſhip, 40 take an advantage of what he terms an 
zmper fetineſs of deſign, and error and omiſſion of our 


Parliament. 


It would have been more politically wiſe, at 
leaſt for the harmony of the two kingdoms, eſ- 
pecially at a moment when other diſſatisfactions 
extenſively prevail among us, to have waved the 
determination, or given ſufficient time to the 
Parliament to have amended the error and omiſ— 
ſion; or rather, I ſhould ſay, Sir, you and your 
friend Mr. — s error and omſſion. His 
Lordihip s readineſs, therefore, to determine on 
the appeal in queſtion, however legally right, 
from the n/ufficcengy of your bill was in fact po- 
litically wrong ;—that is, I repeat, if Lord 
Mansfield wiſhed to conciliate and not encreaſe 
diſcontents i in Ireland. The ſuſpenſion of his 
opinion, pro tempore, could not have been in- 
jurious to the parties, becauſe it is to be ſup- 
poſed the affair will ultimately be determined in the 
Iriſh Houſe of Lords, when your bill ſhall be 

amended, 


4 J 
amended, and drawn up by men 9 to the 
buſmeſs. 


In order, Sir, that every man converſant in the 
queſtion, may ſee the groſſneſs of neglect com- 
mitted.in your bill, reſpecting appeals on writs 
of error founded in common law, I ſhall quote the 
preamble of the bill, on which the whole matter ; 
Teſts, and which is as follows: 


© Whereas erroneous judgments, orders, and 
decrees, ought only to be reformed finally in the 
high Court of Parliament in this kingdom, be it 
declared and enacted by the King's Moſt Excel- 
lent Majeſty, &c. that from henceforth all ſuch 
judgments, orders, and decrees, ſhall be finally 
examined and reformed in the high Court of Par- 
lament in this kingdom only, any law, ſtatute, 
or prattice, to the contrary thereof in any wiſe 
notwithſtanding. 


This preamble includes the whole eſſential mat- 
ter of the bill, ſo far at leaſt as relates to the pre- 
ſent. quel:ion. Here, Str, it is obvious to the 
youngeſt barriſter of our Courts, and ought to 
have been moſt particularly obvious to ſo great a 
lawyer as his Majeſty's Att——y G—n—1, that 
the Judgments, orders and decrees above: ſpecified, 

relate. 


1 
relate only to appeals on them in eguily, and con- 
tains not the leaſt proviſion for appeals, as before 
obſerved, on common- lau writs of error. Nay, ſo 
far from your bill s providing for the final iſſue or 
determination of ſuch writs of error, it does not 
even ſpecify them to be returned to our own Court 
of King's Bench, previous to their being finally 
examined and reformed in the Parliament of Ire- 


land. 


Leaving then the law as it ſtood before, viz. 
that writs of error at common law may be returned 
to the Engliſh Court of King's Bench, your coun- 
trymen, Sir, have to thank you and your fellow- 
labourer in your fenceleſs vineyard of national ſecu- 
rity, that Lord Mansfield, to uſe a common phraſe, 
has been able to drive a coach and fix through your 
bill for redreſſing erroneous judgments. 


I ſhall make Sir, only two reflections on this 
matter. The firſt is, that from Lord Mansfield's 
readineſs to take an advantage of what he acknow- 
ledges to be an error and omiſſion in our Parlia- 
ment, we ought to be moſt ſtrictly careful, that the 
act for finally eſtabliſhing our rights, leave not any 
handle for any Engliſh Judge to ſet aſide its doe- 
trine. And next, Sir, that inſtead of your ſoli- 
citing Lawyers to fign a proteſ which you dare 
$4 not 


( 16 ) 

not ſend abroad, you ought to be aſhamed that ſc 

many juniors of the Lawyers Corps have demon- 

{trated themſelves your ſuperiors in judgment on 
a queſtion, that concerns the everlaſting welfare of 

Ireland. I have only devoutly to hope and wiſh 

that our final plan to ſecure our freedom will not 

be entruſted to the direction or execution of Mr. 

G—tt—n or Mr, Y—-Il-y—n. 


MARCUS. 


The following Reſolutions of the Lawyers' Com- 
mittee and Corps being much a ſubject of con- 
verſation, we preſttne will be acceptable to tis 
Public at large. 


LAWYERS CORPS, 


Jury 20, 1782. 


Colonel PEDDER, in the Chair. 


Reſolved, That a committee of nine be now 
elected by ballot, to enquire and report to this 
corps, on the 17th of November next, whether 
any, and if any, what acts have been done by 
5 5 5 the 


© 01 
the Britiſh Parliament, whereby it muſt be deem- 
ed to have fully, finally, and irrevocably acknow- 
ledged the ſole and exclufive right of the Inſh 

Parliament to legiſlate for this country, in all caſes 
as well external as internal.” | 


And a committee was elected gh: 


November 17, 1782. 
Colonel SrAwzI I, in the Chair. 
The Committee having preſented their re- 
Port, 


Reſolved unanimouſly, That the report of the. 
Committee be now received and read, and the 
ſame was received and read, and is as follows: 


To the LAWYERS CORPS. 


In obedience to your order of the 2cth day of 

July laſt, your Committee have conſidered the 
queſtion to them referred, and have unanimouſly: 
come to the following reſolutions : 


F irſt, That in all ks of adjuſtment between 


nation and nation, here the conſtitutional fights 
D of 
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of the one have been invaded and uſurped by the 
other, and where the uſurpation of the aggreſſor 


is to be diſclaimed, and the original rights of the 
aggrieved acknowledged, ſuch diſclaimer and ac- 


knowledgment ought neceſſarily to be conceived 
in terms as ſtrong and clear as the utmoſt range of 


language can ſupply. 


Secondly, That if ſuch uſurpation has been of 
long duration; if it has been repeatedly and 
grievouſly exerciſed ; if it has been maintained by 
the ſtrong hand of power, and from time to time 
contended for as a right by ſome of the molt 


learned of the uſurpers ; but, above all, if it has 


ever upon any great and critical occaſion been 
ſolemnly recognized and declared as law by the 
Supreme Power of the uſurping State, it becomes 
ſtill more neceſſary, that the diſclaimer of ſuch 
uſurpation ſhould be convinced in terms ſo explicit 
and unequivocal, as to exclude even the poſſibility 
of future doubt or cavil, 


Thirdly, That the Britiſh claim of a right to 
legiſlate for Ireland was, in its origin, ground- 
leſs, and unjuſt; that it ſubſiſted, according to 
ſome, for near a century and an half; according 
to others, for about five hundred years ; and, in 
the opinion of the Britiſh legiſlature, as declared 


by 


f 


Wi. 9 ] 
by he memorable act of the 6th of Geo. I. 
chap. 5, from the earlieſt connection between the 
two kingdoms; that it was maintained by a power 
which the unhappy ſituation of this country ren- 
dered irreſiſtible, and was frequently ſupported 
by the opinions and arguments of ſome of the 
ableſt judges, ſome of the beſt lawyers, and ſome 
of the moſt eminent juridical writers that perhaps 
the Britiſh nation could ever boaſt of. | 


- Fourthly, That ſuch uſurped right was actually 
exerciſed in a variety of inſtances; and, that 
many acts affecting to bind Ireland are ſtill to be 
found on the Britiſh ſtatute · roll untepealed, and 
conſequently, as it ſhould ſeem, of as much force 
and energy (at leaſt in the opinion of Britiſh 
judges and lawyers) as they could have been 
deemed to be before the paſſing of the above- 
mentioned act of the 6th of Geo. I, 


Fifthly, That about ſixty-two years ago, the 
Britiſh legillature thought proper to paſs the 
above-mentioned act of the 6th of Geo. I. the 
title, preamble, and body of which, we find to 
be as follows: 


„ 
« An act for the better ſecuring the depen- 


dency of the kingdom of Ireland upon the 
cron of Great- Britain. 


* 


* Whereas the Houſe of Lords of Ireland have | 
of late, againſt law, aſſumed to themſelves a ; $ 
power and juriſdiftion to examine, correct and * 
amend the judgments and decrees of the court of | 
juſtice. in the kingdom of Ireland, therefore, for 9 
the better ſecuring of the dependency of Ireland N 
upon the crown of Great-Britain, may it pleaſe „ 
yaur moſt Excellent Majeſty, that it may be de- N 
clared, and be it declared by the King's Moſt | 
Excellent Majeſty, by and with the advice and 
conſent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and 
Commons in this preſent Parliament aſſembled, 
and by the authority of the ſame, That the ſaid 
kingdom of Ireland hath been, is, and of right 
ought to be, ſubordinate and dependent upon the 
Imperial Crown of Great-Britain, as being in- 
ſeparably united and annexed thereunto ; and that 
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þ the King's Majeſty, by and with the advice and 
Wt | conſent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and 
qo Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament aſſem- 


6 bled, had, hath,” and of right ought | to have, full 
5 power and authority to make laws and ſtatutes of 
- ſufficient force and validity to bind the kingdom 


and the _ of Ireland. 
" And 
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« And be it further declared and enacted by 
the authority aforeſaid, That the Houſe of Lords 
of Ireland have not, nor of right ought to have, 
any juriſdiction to judge of, affirm, or reverſe any 

1 judgment, ſentence or decree given or made in 
| . any court within the ſaid kingdom, and that all 
4 proceedings before the ſajd Houſe of Lords upon 
; uch judgment, ſentence or decree are, and are 
hereby declared to be, utterly null and void to 

| all intents and purpoſes whatſoever.” 


Sixthly, That the above recited act i is manifeſt- 

ly a declaratory act, recognizing what was by the 

Britiſh legiſlature deemed to have been antecedent 

law, not creating any new law, and that it has 

been ſo conſtrued and conſidered by every Britiſh 

lawyer, and juridical writer wha appears to have 
: ſpoken or written on the ſubje&. 


Seventhly, That a mere ſimple repeal of a de- 
claratory act, leaves the law as the legiſlature 


deemed it to have been before the paſſing of 
ſuch act. | 


Eighthly, That the late repeal by ü the Britiſh | 
legiſlature of the 6th of Geo. J. Is conceived i in | 
the ſolowing. terms: 


[1 An — 
6 $ > 4 


22 1 


1 An act to repeal an act made in the 6th year 
of the reign of his late Majeſty King George 
the Firſt, intitled, An Act for the better 
ſecuring the dependency of the kingdom of 
Ireland upon the crown of Great-Britain. 


« Whereas an act was paſſed in the fixth year 


of the reign of his late Majeſty, King George the 
Firſt, entitled, An Act for the better ſecuring 


the dependency of the kingdom of Ireland upon 
the crown of Great- Britain, may it pleaſe your 
Moſt Excellent Majefty, that it be enacted, and 
be it enacted by the King's Moſt Excellent Ma- 
jeſty, by and with the advice and conſent of the 


Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in 


this preſent Parliament aſſembled, and by the 
authority of the ſame, that from and after the 
paſſing of this act, the above-mentioned act, and 
the ſeveral matters and things therein contained, 
ſhall be, and is and are hereby repealed.” 


Ninthly, That the great and important queſ- 
tion, between the two nations, with reſpect to the 
independence of Ireland, muſt, as we conceive, 


be now deemed to ſtand upon the ſame ground 


that it did before the paſſing of the 6th Geo. I. 
unleſs the above-mentioned repeal on that act 
has difclaimed its principle. 


Tenthly, 


2 
Tenthly, That the Britiſh Parliament have not 
\ by the above act of repeal, expreſsly diſavowed 
their claim of a right to legiſlate for Ireland ; and 
though we firmly believe, that they meant fairly 
and honourably by this nation in every reſpect, 
yet we conceive, that they bave, by ſuch their 
omiſſion, at leaſt left room to doubt, whether 
it was their intention for ever to abdicate that 
claim; and the rather ſo, as they ſo ſtrongly, 
and in ſuch pointed terms, aſſerted it, at the 
time when they ſeemed determined to ſupport it : 
nor does it occur to your Committee, that the 
Britiſh Parliament would at a future day be pre- 
cluded, by the tenor of the above act of repeal, 
from aſlcribing it either to juſtice or expediency, 
as they might think moſt proper. 


Eleventhly, That the words, © the ſeveral 
matters and things therein contained,” which 
occur in the late act of repeal, can never, in 
our opinions, warrant the inference attempted 
to be drawn from them, namely, * That the 
Britiſh legiſlature had thereby renounced the 
principle of the 6th of George I.” for that ſuch 
words are merely words of courſe, occurring in 


every, or almoſt every, reppating act that has 
ever been * 


T welf taly, 
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Twelſthly, That the ſeveral circumſtances 
which attended the late act of repeal did not, 
in our opinions, ſuperſede the neceſſity of an 
explicit diſclaimer of the principle of the 6th 
of George I. becauſe we apprehend that the ſe- 
curity of our conſtitutional rights ought to- 
reſt upon the ſolid foundation of expreſs ac- 
knowledgment, and not on the unſteady baſis of 
fugitive circumſtances, equivocal in themſelves, 
and which, at a future day, may be variouſly 
conceived, and as variouſly interpreted; and 
we the rather think ſo, becauſe we find that 
thoſe circumſtances are, at this hour, variouſly 
repreſented by different perſons and different 
parties. 


On the whole, your Committee are unani- 
mouſly of opinion, That the Britiſh Parhament 
* have not done any act whatſoever, whereby 
they muſt or can be deemed to have fully, 
finally, and irrevocably, or in any adequate 
manner acknowledged the ſole and excluſive 
right of the Iriſh Parliament to legiſlate fo - 
Bae 
this country in all caſes as well external as in 
ternal.” | 


Reſolved, That this report be taken into 
conſideration by the Corps, at two o'clock on 
Wedneſday 
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Wedneſday next, and that the ſame be priated 
in the mean time for the uſe of the members. 


Wedneſday, November 20. 
| Colonel STAWELL in the chair. 


Reſolved, That the Corps do now agree to the 
report of our Committee: 


Ayes 77 — Mr. Dillon, teller. 
Noes 21 Mr. Boyd, teller. 
HE Majority 56. 


Reſolved unanimouſly, That as we firmly 


believe the legiſlature of Great-Britain meant 


fairly and honourably by this country in every 
reſpect, we cannot doubt of their willingneſs 
expreſsly to renounce all claim of right to le- 


gillate tor I 4d 
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Reſolved . That a voluntary 
and expreſs renunciation, on the part of Great- 
Britain, of all claim of right to make laws to 
bind Ireland, either internally or externally, 
would, in our opinions, give great ſatisfaction 
to this country, and render the union between 
the two kingdoms permanent and indiſſoluble. 


E Reſolved 


5 


(F 264.) 


Reſolved unanimouſly, That an act of the 
Iriſh Parliament, expreſsly aſcertaining and ſe- 
curing the rights of this country, is, in our 
opinion, neceſſary for the eſtabliſhment of its 
liberties. 


Reſolved unanimouſly, That the great attention 
and. induſtry of the Committee, in conſidering 
the queſtion referred to them by this Corps, 
and the very able manner in which they have 


made their report, demand our warmeſt acknow- 
| ledgments ; and we feel the utmoſt ſatisfaction 


in returning them our ſincere thanks for their 
conduct on this occaſion. 


a Reſolved unanimouſly, That the above pro- 
ceedings and report be publiſhed. 


WILLIAM STAWELL Chairman, 
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